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In December 1969, a group of stamp collectors met at the home of Ralph Van Heerden in
Saratoga, California. Besides Ralph, present were Claus Goetzel, John Heimans, Harold
MacDonald, Frank Ruys, Bert Schapelhouman, and George Vandenberg. Their common interest
was ‘Netherlands and related areas’ stamps.

They called themselves the “Dutch Stamp Collectors* (Fig. 1)

Fig. 1 Newsletter of
February 3, 1970

February 3, 1970

A picture, taken in 2013, shows four of those
attendees; all deceased since then. (Fig. 2).

Fellow Collectors:

A meeting of the "Dutch Stamp Collectors"
will be held on Saturday afterncon, February 14, 1970, at 2 p.m.
at the home of:

Or. Frank Ruys
3611 Hoodside Road
Woodside, California 94062

Telephone:  Office - 368 1439 - 37/Sweh ~flelix
p Home - 851 7731

Points on the agenda will be:
1/ Informal meeting from 2 p.m. to 2:30 p.m.

2/ The business section of the meeting from 2:30 to about 3:15 p.m.
- not to exceed 45 minutes,

3/ At 3:15 p.m,, Frank Ruys will tell us all there is to know about
PUNT STEMPELS of the stamps of the Netherlands and colonies.

Anybody having any other suggestions should bring them up
at this meeting so that we can develop a more cohesive group o
collectors.

It is very important to be on time. A map is enclosed
for your convenience in locating the meeting place.

A L

BERT SCHAPELHOUMAN

P.S.: At our last meeting of January 24 it was agreed that we would
have our meeting on February 21, but because Dr. Ruys would be
out of town on that date, the meeting was advanced to February 14.
We hope to see you on February 14.

Fig.2 Four of NPofC’s Founding Members
(L. to R.): George Vandenberg, Ralph van

Heerden, John Heimans and seated, Harold
MacDonald.

Since the inception of the club, meetings were held on
a monthly basis. In the early days meetings were held
at the Sunnyvale Library and in the hospitality room of
two local banks. Later on meetings have been held on a
rotating basis on the third Saturday of the month, twelve times a year, at a member's home. The
in-home meetings proved to be more satisfactory with their informal atmosphere. Gradually,
with a decreasing number of ‘local’ members, meetings were held every other month, and lately
every three months.

Sometime during 1970 they changed the name to the Netherlands & Colonies Philatelists of
Northern California, considering themselves to be the California chapter of Netherlands &
Colonial Philately, which was based in New York. The “Netherlands and Colonial Philately” of
January 1971 had a short note: “California has done it! Mr. Schapelhouman, 651Distel Drive,
Los Altos, Cal. 94022 has written me that a Northern Chapter of N.C.P has definitely been
formed with a promising number of members. Exact details are lacking at the moment, but we



are sure that, with such men as Mr. van Heerden, Dr. Ruys, Mr. Schapelhouman and others
“Netherlands and Colonies Philatelists* Chapter will thrive and grow to a substantial
organization.”

In 1974 the members had been active for five years, and on this occasion, the first ‘anniversary
publication’ was published. It was “The 1872 Issue”, with 31 pages of detailed information
gathered by eight members. (Fig. 3)

4 ‘ S In 1979 the 10" Anniversary was celebrated not only with a
= 34 page “10 Year Anniversary Commemorative Booklet”,
with contributions from ten members, but also with a
luncheon at a Mountain View, CA restaurant. (Fig.4)
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In 1995, when about ten ‘local’ members regularly attended the monthly meetings a new feature
called “Cancel of the Month” was introduced. The rules were: “All club members in good
standing and present at the monthly meeting can submit his or her entry for the cancelation of the
month. This cancellation must be on a single stamp which can be on or off cover. On submitting
the entry the member must also submit a copy of the stamp on a 8 %2 x 11 sheet with a short

statement about the stamp, such as date of issue, type date, and origin of the cancelation etc.”.
The attending members, by majority vote, picked the best cancelation. (Fig. 6)

During the Christmas/New Year get-together the Cancel of Year was picked.

This feature was such a success that over time two new categories were added: “Cover of the
Month” (Fig. 7) and “Open Category of the Month” (Fig. 8).

NETHERLANDS FUN STUFF . NEI 1=10
]

Cover of the Month

NETHERLANDS & COLONIES

fSPOEDBESTELLING $25( 1\ . .
Short Bar Cancel g /
@ %:;‘ A
The above stamp 1s from the Netherlands East CSPOEDBESTELLING & o :
Indies. The town Djambi, is shown in the World Atlas with | ,fc éﬁ 74 @A

3 nemes, Djambi changed to Jambi, and later tc Telanipura,

Djembl is on the Island of Sumatra, spproximately 100 miles 3 r/‘
south and east of the City State of Singspore. e | /ﬁ%~ %f,/gmm ~L ol /Ey,um
D] [
The cancel shown above is called a Short bar - / | /z 2e faal
cancellation, It is of a type K2-3. This was taken from 7. M ‘4{ 426 - AMZ&

Buttermans bock in a article by Stu Leven. Note the vertical o) | (C': .

bers, This cancel has just a slight indentatlon between the *——//.-'/f,r »u.?_,;,, o {ﬁx/w,{»—. .
bars and the inner ring. The crosses on the bottom of the 7 | ¢
cancel are within the outer ring. These crosses vary from 0T T8
1/3/5/7 depending upon the space needed for the town neme,

In the case of Djambi, 3 crosses are needed.

The stemp 1s & NVPH # 79, (Scott # 97) a one
Gullder stamp in the Queen Wilhelmina serles of 190@. It
is overprinted “"JAVA"., These overprints were for the use i e ¢ : ; i
within the territory of Java and Madura to determine where During WWII Express mail was halted, and it wasn’t until April
the volume of mail wes being generated, This stamp 1s from 1947 that it was restored. The card shown was sent on September
the Island of Sumatre. More study will be needed to find

the reasoning of the wrong application. 16, 1947 from one address in Groningen to another address in

Groningen. This is called ‘lokale’ mail and as such qualifies for a

reduced rate of 5 cent compared to 7 1/2 cent for ‘interlokale’

Ref: NPC 25th Anniversary Issue, mail. The ‘express’” surcharge is 30 cents, bringing the total to 35

Article by Stu Leven cents. By using a preprinted ‘interlokale’ postal card of 7 1/2 cent

ggg;‘{?gb and adding 25 + 2 1/2 cent the correct postage of 35 cents was
achieved

Fig. 6 One of the more elaborate )
entries into the Cancel of the Month Fig. 7 Cover of the Month, May 1998



After the successful 1979 publication, over the years, other
Anniversary publications were compiled by the membership.
Added to that were some other publications.

The complete list:

1974
1979
1989
1991
1993

1994
1997
1999
2001
2004
2004
2009
2016

2016

“The 1872 Issue”

Ten Year Anniversary Commemorative Booklet.

20 Year Anniversary.

22 '> Year Anniversary.

[lustrated Dutch-English Philatelic Glossary, 5th Edition
1997.

25 Year Anniversary.

27 "> Year Anniversary.

30 Year Anniversary.

1852-1923 Stamp Production Abnormalities.
Comprehensive Dutch-English Philatelic Vocabulary
35 Year Anniversary.

40" Anniversary.

Rubber trial postmark

A rubber trial postmark to cancel stamps on forms to be attached
to postal packages was used in Amsterdam (with an ASD prefix ),
Rotterdam (RT), 's Gravenhage (GV), and Scheveningen (SV).

The various numbers represent sub-offices; RT 12 (shown here)
was used at the Ruigeplaat sub-cffice in Rotterdam.

The postmarks were first used on January 15, 1925 and were
withdrawn in mid-1926. The trial was deemed unsuccessful due to
the quick deterioration of the cancels (the rubber was too soft
causing ink-smearing and they wore out quickly as well)

Ref: HT. Hospers, Gummistempels: korte proef, interessant
verzamelgebied; Philatelie 6-1993, pages 403-408

Fig. 8 Open Category of the
Month, 2002

Postmarks of the Netherlands (English translation of O.M. Vellinga’s “Poststempels van

Nederland, 1676-1915)
47 Y5 Year Anniversary.

NPofC members have entered their framed exhibits (for example Dennis Buss’ exhibit on the
1940 Guilloche issue) in local and national stamps shows and won awards for their presentations.

Several members have served and are serving as officers of the American Society for
Netherlands Philately (ASNP) and other philatelic organizations.

Every year we have had a Potluck Luncheon at a member’s home and a Holiday Dinner (Fig. 9)
at a local restaurant where members were encouraged to bring their partners. During the Holiday
Dinner the best Cover of the Year, Cancel of the Year and Open Category of the Year were
voted on.

NETHERLANDS PHILATELISTS OF CALIFORNIA
HOLIDAY DINNER
PACIFICA MOONRAKER RESTAURANT
JANUARY 4, 2003

Fig. 9 Invitation to the 2003
Holiday Dinner. Notice the
“Pacifica 1/1" half-round
cancellation.



http://jdlkremer.angelfire.com/VELLINGA.1676-1915.KNBF.pdf
http://jdlkremer.angelfire.com/47Half.Yrbk.pdf
http://jdlkremer.angelfire.com/Guilloche.1940.Exhibit.pdf

Honorary Members were handed a personalized certificate (Fig. 10).

Fig. 10 Honorary Member
Ralph van Heerden, 2007.
Notice the “Van Heerden
15/9” half-round

cancellation

In 2000 we set up the NPofC website
jdlkremer.angelfire.com which is still being
updated, with direct access to all NPofC
Newsletter articles from 2010 thru the most current
Newsletter issue.

To honor those members who no longer are with us
but who contributed to the publications mentioned
in the list above we digitized some of their
contributions. We also honor our oldest current
member (Frank Ennik) who also has been our
Newsletter editor since January 2001(!).

Digitized Articles. By clicking on a blue button the
article should open up. Sometimes due to
‘incompatibility’ of software there could be a
problem.

1974 “The 1872 Issue - Perforations and
Perforation Varieties — Various members

O this 15° 3 aéz;/ a/ ©) %%/mtﬁw, 2007
in Tan o ﬁae, %/tﬁ/ﬁrzw,
the afequ/aw members 0/ the

Néthorlands Philatolists of Gulsfornia

are fleased to bestow on
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Netheriands number 3 block of four with two
VAN HEERDEN type 1A half-round cancels

the litte and all, /Wf/'m,'./eye& 0/
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his ;/Mf('f‘a/ event.

1979 Surinam 1925-26 Provisional Issues — Harold MacDonald

1989 PORTO KONTROLL KASSE John Heimans

1991 Pioneer FDC Cachet Maker Simon J. Sluis. George Comnes

1994 The Story of my Perfinned 25 Gld. Netherlands East Indies Stamp. Marty O’Grady

1997 Some Variations in the Netherlands FRANCO branch cancel. Ralph van Heerden

1999 Trainletter stamps of the Netherlands. Bill Chevalier

2004 The Captain Pattist “Abel Tasman” Test Flight: Java — Australia. George Vandenberg

2009 The International Postal Exposition Veth Issue of 1924. Burt Miller

2016 Attempts by the German Occupiers to Issue Occupation Stamps for the Netherlands in
1940 and the Theft of Enschede Stamp Stocks — A Summary. Frank Ennik



http://jdlkremer.angelfire.com/
http://jdlkremer.angelfire.com/NPofC.Articles.2010-Current.xlsx
http://jdlkremer.angelfire.com/NPofC.Articles.2010-Current.xlsx
http://www.angelfire.com/ca2/npofc/1872.1974.pdf
http://www.angelfire.com/ca2/npofc/1872.1974.pdf
http://www.angelfire.com/ca2/npofc/Suriname.1925-26.pdf
http://www.angelfire.com/ca2/npofc/Porto.Kontroll.1989.pdf
http://www.angelfire.com/ca2/npofc/Sluis.1991.pdf
http://www.angelfire.com/ca2/npofc/Perfin.1994.pdf
http://www.angelfire.com/ca2/npofc/Ralph.1997.pdf
http://www.angelfire.com/ca2/npofc/Train.1999.pdf
http://www.angelfire.com/ca2/npofc/Pattist.2004.pdf
http://www.angelfire.com/ca2/npofc/Veth.2009.pdf
http://www.angelfire.com/ca2/npofc/Germany.Wilhelmina.2016.pdf
http://www.angelfire.com/ca2/npofc/Germany.Wilhelmina.2016.pdf

