
The March 15th meeting will be held at the home of Albert Muller starting at 11:30am.  Albert’s 
telephone number is  510-733-2795.  Note the earlier start time if you want to enjoy lunch. 
The April 25th meeting will held at the WESTPEX Stamp Show from 12:00 to 2:00pm. Note that this 
meeting date is on Friday, April 25th   All members and the public are invited.  
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February meeting.  Attending at the home of Franklin Ennik were: Dennis Buss, Franklin 
Ennik, HansPaul Hager, Hans Kremer, Paul Swierstra and Fred Van der Heyden.  
 

NEW/ OLD BUSINESS 
 

WESTPEX 2014.  Mark your calendars now for the 54th Annual Stamp Show to be held at the San 
Francisco Airport Marriott Waterfront Hotel, 1800 Old Bayshore Hwy, Burlingame, CA., April 
25-27, 2014.  NPofC has reserved a meeting room for the event on Friday, April 25th from 12:00 
to 2:00pm and the meeting is open to all members and the public.  The meeting room location 
will be given in the official program guide. 
 

LITERATURE FOR SALE.  Member Kees Adema is disposing of his personal library which 
contains many reference texts and includes Dutch subjects, French/Napoleonic subjects and 
History & related subjects.  The title listings can be viewed on the website  www.npofc.org .  
Inquiries can be made directly to Kees Adema. 
 

AROUND THE TABLE 
 

Dennis Buss presented a recently 
acquired essay proof of the 1924 dove 
stamp designed by Chris Lebeau.  
Heavily influenced by the Art 
Nouveau movement, Lebeau had 
established a reputation as an 
outstanding designer of publicity 
posters, glassware, and fabrics.  He 
was commissioned to design the first 
airmail stamps of the Netherlands that 
appeared in 1921.  From a design 
perspective, the airmail stamp was not 
a success.  The heavily stylized 
typography made the lettering nearly 
illegible.   
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The complex rendition of a dove/pigeon over waves was more suitable 
for a poster.  Despite this unsuccessful start, Lebeau was again invited to 
prepare a design for the numeral stamps that were to accompany Jan 
Veth’s new higher value definitive stamps that depicted the profile of 
Queen Wilhelmina.  The essay proof shown (previous page) 
demonstrates that Lebeau was attempting to 
create a simpler and more graphic design in 

comparison to his previous effort.  The final version, of course, was even 
more effective.  Lebeau’s memorable 1924 dove stamp was regarded as 
the Netherlands first truly modern stamp design and it is widely 
recognized by stamp collectors throughout the world.  It was in active 
use until 1948 having undergone several color, watermark and 
perforation variations.  Source: Scott, David. European Stamp Design.  London:  Academy Editions, 1995. 

Dennis also passed around the book entitled, Biografisch Woordenboek van het Socialisme en de 
Arbeidersbeweging in Nederland, Deel 7, 1998. Edited by P.J. Meertens, et al.  This volume 
summarizes biographies of 600 men and women who, in a broad sense, played a major role in 
the labor movement before 1940, including Chris Lebeau. 
 

Hans Kremer passed around a cover flown on one of the nine, trial-flights to and from 
Amsterdam and the Dutch East Indies in 1929.  These early flights by KLM established the 
routes and schedules to various far flung Dutch territories and other commercial cities.  Various 
philatelic clubs provided made-to-order envelopes that were carried on these flights.  These 
covers were then sold to collectors with the proceeds benefitting the club activities.  Hans also 
passed around several forms used internally by PTT offices for tabulating postage due charges 
to companies/individuals and gave his summary of their use.   (see article below). 
 

Paul Swierstra passed around a series of claim-check tags that were attached to bicycles of 
passengers riding on trains in the Netherlands; a system that was in place for nearly 50 years 
starting in about 1900.   These tags were saved by Paul’s father who travelled extensively by 
train during his employment over the whole of the Netherlands. 
 

Franklin Ennik 
passed around a 
registered cover 
mailed 9 September 
at the 1924 
International Stamp 
Exhibition held in ’s 
Gravenhage, 6–17 
September 1924.  The 
cover is franked with 
the three special 
Wilhelmina Veth 
stamps issued for this 
Exhibition and 
cancelled with the 
rubber cancel.  Frank 
also showed a Dienst  
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“OPEN KAART” sent 
June 7, 1905 by the 
Burgemeester (=mayor) 
of Vries (Dr.) informing 
the Burgemeester  of 
Smilde (Dr.) that a 
certain furloughed 
soldier, Jan Kamps, who 
is registered in Vries, 
intends to reestablish 
himself in the town of 
Smilde..........and when 
he is registered there to 
let him know. 
Movements of people 
are closely tracked and 
registered in the 
Netherlands.  

 

Fred Van der Heyden showed us a medley of vintage post cards mailed in Europe and the US 
that depicted early scenes of San Francisco, California and various picture post cards of the 
Netherlands.   Fred also passed around a recent San Francisco Chronicle book review of the book, 
Amsterdam, recently published by Russell Shorto.   
 

HansPaul Hager presented a summary of and displayed these colorful tax stamps shown here 
from his fiscal collection.  The Law establishing the OmzetBelasting, literally translated to mean 
“Turn-Over Tax,” but better translated as “Value Added Tax” (VAT), was passed in the 
Netherlands on October 25, 1933 (Staatsblad No. 546).  The tax rate was 4% and a luxury tax of 
10% was charged on manufacturing, import and services of goods. 

 

Four ink colors were used in these denominations: 
Black for the denominations                             1 cent to fl 1 inclusive. 
Blue for the denominations                              fl 1.20 to fl 10 inclusive. 
Green for the denominations                           fl 20 to fl 100 inclusive.      Note the syncopated perforations. 
Red for the denominations                               fl 110 to fl 250 inclusive. 
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During the period of February 1, 1934 to December 31, 1940 the most common way to show that 
this tax was paid was to adhere the right side of the two-part revenue stamp to the sequentially 
numbered original invoice and the left side of the stamp to the duplicate invoice. 
 

Four Series were printed, Series 1: small font, Series 2: larger font and very curved 6 and 9, 
Series 3: straightened 6 and 9, and Series 4: guilloche on back and the “O” eliminated from the 
top left “NO” monogram.   Syncopated perforations and perfins are also known to exist. 
 

************************************************************************************************************************ 
 

Multi-Use Postage Due Form for Reply- and Other Mail                        By Hans Kremer 
 

The form shown in Figure 1 is copied from Filatelie of February 2014.  It is accompanied by a 
question asking for an explanation of the 96 cent postage indicated on it. 
 

We all get plenty of 
magazines and business mail 
with pre-addressed postal 
cards and envelopes that say 
“No Postage Necessary.”  
When you send in such a 
card or letter the company 
that received it has to pay 
not just for the postage, but 
also a bit extra for the 
service.  A similar system 
has also been in existence in 
the Netherlands for many 
years. 
 

The Dutch PTT had to collect 
the amounts(s) due.  Most of 
the time more than one reply 
card (or envelope) was 
involved and instead of 
sending a separate “invoice” 
for each piece of mail 
received --- a form with the 
total amount due was sent; 
most often on a daily basis. 
 

The card (Form P-1402 
(lower left)) shown in this 
case refers to two items @ 40 
cent a piece and one for 16 
cent.  Under “SPECIFICATIE’’ 
it says (translated): 

Specification for the amount due 
for the reply mail. 
 
 

Figure 1 
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During the later 1960s postage due could be paid with regular stamps; they did not have to be 
the special postage-due (portzegels) stamps anymore as indicated on the bottom of the form.  The 
card in Figure 1 (Form P-1402) was sent in 1968, and was directed to Brinkers (Zoetwaren 

Zoetermeer BV) in Zoetermeer.  Brinkers is a chocolate factory. 
 
 

In 1968 the extra service charge for these reply cards was 5 cent each, which means that the 
postage for the reply mail would have been 35 (40–5) and 11 (16–5) cent respectively.  However, 
there were no such rates at that time, so how can we explain the 40 and 16 cent charge? 
 

I happen to have 14 of these 
types of PTT forms.  Mine are 
Form P–1404 (not P-1402) and 
the text is slightly different.  
Instead of “antwoordstukken” 
it says “antwoordstukken/ 
portstukken.”  This implies that 
these forms were not only being 
used for just reply mail but also 
for other items for which 
postage was due. 
 

The usual postage due rate was 
twice the missing amount.  For 
example an unfranked letter for 
which the regular rate was 20 
cent would require 40 cent in 
postage due charges.  From 
May 1, 1966 through January 31, 
1969 the letter rate was indeed 
20 cent, explaining the 40 cent 
postage due. 
 

The 16 cent on the Form of 
Figure 1 has a different 
explanation.  Printed matter 
rate was 12 cent in 1968.  What 
happened if you put a 12 cent 
stamp on a letter requiring 20 
cent?  You would be 8 cent 
short.  This meant that the 
postage due would be 2 x 8 = 16 
cent.  
 
 
 
Of the 14 examples of postage due “invoices” I have, one is shown in Figure 2.  The handwritten 
“9/8” refers to August 9, 1966.  (1966 is verified through the PTT invoice cover sheet (not shown 
here) attached to the 14 bundled P–1404 Forms.).   On the Form P–1404 in Figure 2 you also see 
an item for which 15 cent postage due had to be paid. 

Figure 2 
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This is a bit of a mystery but since the majority of these 14 forms concerned a 15 cent postage 
due it must not have been an unusual case.  It could have been the regular charge for reply mail 
(10 cent regular printed matter (postage plus 5 cent service surcharge, but since it was identified 
on some of the forms as “postage due” there must be another explanation. 
 

During the 1960s postage rates changed quite often.  Letter rates changed from 12 cent to 15 cent 
on July 1, 1964, from 15 cent to 18 cent on June l, 1965, and from 18 cent to 20 cent on May 1, 
l966.  Form P–1404 in Figure 2  is dated August 9, 1966, only a couple of months after the latest 
postal rate change.  With all these rate changes the ‘common man’ probably could not keep up 
with it and possibly put on a stamp they still had at hand, like a 15 or 18 cent stamp.  This then 
would trigger postage due, and since the minimum postage due was 15 cent in 1966, that’s how 
much the PTT would charge the recipient of the letter, in this case the Raad van Arbeid 

(=Council of Labor).  The RvA would not have to accept these invoice cards but since it was a 
governmental agency they must have decided to pay for such mail.  Of course this is, on my 
part, just an assumption of what had happened. 
 

There are other possible scenarios and I would gladly hear from those with a different opinion 
at   hkremer@usa.net  . 
 

*********************************************************************************************************** 
 
 

The Netherlands Internment Camp Stamps of 1916 
 
Many thousands of Belgian refugees and POWs 
were interned in neutral Netherlands after the start 
of WW I.  The Dutch postal  authority (PT) printed 
two non-denominated (free post) stamps for the 
exclusive use by the POWs on their outgoing mail.  
In early February 1916 each internee was allowed to 
send two letters or postcards per month.  The green 
stamp was used on outgoing mail during February 

1916.  The letters were sent to Germany for censorship but were quickly rejected because the 
censors feared POWs would write secret messages under the unusually oversized (4 times 
larger) stamps. 
 

Relatively few letters with the green stamps were mailed from the camps;  the censors applied 
the marker “Zurück, weil Unzulässig” (=Return to sender, not permitted) on the letters and 
returned them to sender.  The brown stamp, intended to be used during March 1916, was 
therefore never put into use.  (Editor). 
 

Sources: 
NVPH Speciale Catalogus 2010.  Bldz. 346.  
http://www.filavaria.nl/internering.htm 
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