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September meeting.  Attending at the home of Burt Miller were: Dennis Buss, Franklin Ennik, 
HansPaul Hager, Hans Kremer, Burt Miller, Paul Swierstra and Fred Van der Heyden.  
 
NEW/OLD BUSINESS 
 
Annual holiday dinner.  Mark your calendars now for our annual holiday dinner/soirée to be 
held at Uncle Yu’s Restaurant in San Ramon, CA on Saturday January 5, 2013 starting at 5pm.  
Wives and significant others are welcome. 
 
Member Dennis Buss tells us that a new stamp club, the Santa Rosa Stamp Club, has been 
established in Santa Rosa, CA, with Dennis as the new Secretary.  Long time, Bay Area 
philatelic personality, Martin Feibusch, is the new president.  Enthusiasm and attendance in the 
new venue by new members has been impressive.  A full schedule of stamp related activities 
fills the meeting time. 
 
Congratulations to our member Burt Miller for the two Gold awards received for his exhibit 
entitled, Danzig–Essays, Proofs and Unissued Stamps, at the recent Baltimore Stamp Show and 
Exhibit, BALPEX.  The awards were given by the BALPEX organizers and the German Philatelic 
Society.  Burt also received two very nice reference publications: Die Post Auf der Schiene. (from 
the BahnPost in Deutschland) and Von Hinrichsen bis Krag: Die fruhen deutschen Verschs- und 
Maschinenstempel (1866 bis 1906).  Burt’s Danzig exhibit can also be viewed on-line at: 
http://www.danzig.org/Gallery-cat_id=246-Essays--Proofs-and-Unissued-Stamps.html 
 
Hans Kremer reminded us that special activities, celebrations and ceremonies will take place in 
2013, here in the US and in the Netherlands, to commemorate 200 years of monarchy on the 
Dutch throne, (1813—2013).  Prince Willem VI (House of Oranje-Nassau) assumed the throne 
during 1813-1815 after the French were driven out.  This is an invitation that NPofC could work 
up a special themed-issue of the Newsletter in honor of the occasion.  Any NPofC member who 
would like to contribute a philatelic article toward this project……please contact the Secretary. 
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AROUND THE TABLE 
 
Paul Swierstra passed around a selection of US envelopes cancelled with names of Dutch cities 
duplicated in the US.  These four examples represent just a beginning of an interesting 
collecting venue.  A study of the spread of cities with Dutch names across the US landscape and 
the reasons for how these names were chosen can be a fun project for the beginning philatelist 
and a study of American history.  For example: Harlem, Zeeland, Overisel, Bergen, Missing, 
Hackensack, Leyden, Teaneck, and Zwolle, just to name a few. 

 
Dennis Buss showed us a PTT correspondence envelope sent to the US that was franked with a 
set of 1948 era commemoratives plus a one cent cijfer for a total franking of 39 cent.  Dennis also 
passed around examples of Indonesian fiscal stamps issued during the post WW II 
independence period and a Red Cross fund raiser charity cinderella issued during the RIS 
(=Republik Indonesia Serikat) period (1949-1950). 
 
Fred Van der Heyden passed around a series of post WW II vacation postcards sent from 
various European destinations to a California address; a long series of early mourning cover 
notices with the wide black borders; a long series of US visitekaarten (with inserts) in various 
sizes; and an article from the Wall Street Journal which describes the relatively small number of 
US citizens who choose to give up their US citizenship and move elsewhere to live. 
 
Franklin Ennik showed a recent example of the forger’s art who used high resolution printing 
techniques to produce a near passable (MNH) copy of a classic Dutch issue: the 1894, 5 cent 
orange hanging hair Wilhelmina.  ……….So, is this a fake of a fake………..?? 
 
The story of how the ‘real’ 
(fraudulent) printing of the 5 cent 
orange came about is illustrated in 
the last-page cartoon feature, 
Amazing Stamp Stories, of Linn’s 
Stamp News July 16, 2012.   
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According to the 2010 NVPH Speciale Catalogus,  
 

“This color deviation (aberration) resulted from a fraudulent printing irregularity at 
Johan Enschedé & Zn., in 1895.  There are 14 unused and 10 used copies known, in 
addition to 3 found on envelopes.   Most are more or less damaged.“ 
 

The seller of this forgery, Fouad Massaad (fmassaad@online.fr ) would provide no additional 
details, such as, how he obtained it, who produced it or how many copies are likely floating 
about, etc.  Besides being the wrong color and size of stamp, several other details identify this 
forgery.   It is perforated 13¾ rather than 12½.  The yellow gum is not clear and is flecked with 
“trash” visible to the eye.  For comparison see image.  The forgery is the middle stamp.  Fouad 
Massaad’s address: 17, rue des Aqueducs, 69005 Lyon, France.  The delcampe.net website 
where I found this is a legitimate auction house.  Massaad can be found on 
http://delcampe.net/stores/Stampinvest auction website.  Be aware and beware of this 
seller…….he offers for sale a lot of fakes and reproductions of classic issues of various 
countries.  There is a pattern in this Stampinvest website…..nearly all the items for sale are 
single items. 
 
Frank also passed around a registered envelope sent by the Nederlandsche Maatschappij tot 
Algemeene Dienstverrigting in Rotterdam to Esens, Germany (Ostfriesland), posted 5 July 1886.  
The NMAD Company was a kind of early version of UPS that would pick up and deliver 
packages and letters for a fee.  The combination of the early pink registration sticker on this 
letter with the Willem III issues is unique.  Five red wax seals on the reverse indicate the letter 
carried items of value.  
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Hans Kremer passed around an article by Martinus Verkuil entitled, The Development of KLM 
Airmail Service: Holland–Dutch East Indies 1920-1942.  Hans also showed us a persoonlijke stamp 
commemorating the founding of the Breda Stamp club;  a commercial reply letter sent from PTT 
with 1953, new issue advertisements and an invoice; and an 1853 commercial notice mailed 
from Dutch East Indies with a 1½ cent triangular tax stamp applied on arrival in Rotterdam. 

 
“On April 1, 1844 a law was passed that required postmasters to collect the taxes imposed on 
published printed matter from foreign countries and overseas territories.  The rates were as 
follows: 

A document under 16 square decimeters in area ……1½ cent. 
Above 15 but no more than 25 sq. decimeters…….. 3 cent.  
Above 25 but no more than 50 sq. decimeters….... 4½ cent, followed by an increase of 1½ 
cent for every, even partial, progression of 25 sq. decimeters. 

The notice shown here was sent from Batavia (currently Jakarta) to Rotterdam in 1853.  It 
contained a commodities report, as well as a listing (on the back) of 18 ships that had arrived in 
the port of Batavia between August 21 and September 5, 1853.”  
 
HansPaul Hager passed around a combined collection of puntstempel, small round, large 
round and typenrader cancels; a series of post cards and stamps sent between lovers that 
illustrates the secret language of stamps and the sending of secret messages written under 
stamps applied to postcards; a series of trial gummy rubber (gummistempel) cancels issued in 
1925-1926 in 4 post offices: Amsterdam, Rotterdam, ‘s-Gravenhage and Scheveningen; and a 
color map rendering of the northern coastline of Japan in Hokkaido prefecture, ca 1600s.  
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HansPaul also showed a receipt document dated 1948 from the post-WW II Indonesian 
revolutionary period with unknown fiscal stamps applied. 
 
Burt Miller passed around a very unique, registered “made to order” cover sent from the PTT 
to a New York stamp dealer and franked with the 1951, 15 and 25 guilder stamps, NVPH nr. 
LP12 and LP13.  This cover with much over-franking was given a special currency-control 
cancel.  Burt also showed us a post card sent from Haarlem to Den Haag with ten besteller 
cancels (=attempts to deliver);   a strip of 5 machine automat stickers without denominations; a 
collection of 1877-1903 telegraph stamps and nine color proof examples of this issue;  a notice of 
a current exhibit being held at the Smithsonian Institution, Washington, DC entitled,  The 
Postal Implications of the Titanic and Hindenburg Disasters; and lastly, his outstanding 
Danzig exhibit. 

***************************************************************************************** 
In 1932 Per Airmail to South Africa?   I don’t think so.                                By Hans Kremer 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This cover was offered on eBay.  It was described as a 1932 First Flight 
airmail cover from Amsterdam to Cape Town, South Africa.  
 
Looking at the logo on the cover it appears to have traveled by air from 
London to Cape Town on the first regular Imperial Airways airmail 
service between these two towns. 
 
The cover originated in the Netherlands and vaguely one can read an 
Amsterdam 11-1/ 1932 (January 11, 1932) cancel.  On the back is a clear Cape Town 8FEB32 
arrival cancel. 
 
Not being familiar with this flight I decided to “Google” it and some interesting information 
about this flight showed up, particularly in the archived Flightglobal Magazines of 1932.  One 
story reads: 
 

“Air Transport London-Cape Town. 
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“Four types of aircraft as well as the train will be used to convey mails and; before long, 
passengers from Croydon to Cape Town.  The start each week will be made on a 
Wednesday, both from Croydon and Cape Town.  The journey in either direction comes 
to an end on the Sunday week.  The greater part of 12 days will be spent on the trip.  Two 
nights will be spent in the train, namely those between Paris and Brindisi, and every 
other night will be spent in a hotel or rest house. 
 

“ African Airway Opened, The start from Croydon. 
 The first air mail for Cape Town left Croydon at 12.30 p.m. on Wednesday, January 20, 
when the Handley Page 42, Helena, left the aerodrome for Paris carrying some 20,00 
letters and 150 parcels, as well as three passengers……For the first time in the history of 
British civil flying, a large plaque inscribed “Royal Mail” with the Royal initials in gold 
letters below, was affixed to the side of the aeroplane…..The part played by Helena in the 
opening of the African airway was confined to a normal flight to Paris. There the mails 
and the three passengers went on by train to Brindisi, and the really exciting part of the 
flight only began at that seaport, when they embarked on a “Kent” flying boat for Athens 
and Alexandria…”  

 
Between Alexandria and Cairo transportation once 
again took place by train.  
 
From Cairo to Cape Town three more planes were 
used; the Argosy (Cairo to Khartum), the Calcutta 
(Khartum to Kisumu (Kenya)), and the Hercules 
(Kimusu to Cape Town). 
 

This first airmail flight was delayed one day and 
did not arrive in Cape Town until Tuesday 
February 2, 1932. 
 
Once I read about the arrival date of February 2 a 
red flag went up because ‘our cover’ clearly shows 
February 8 as the day of arrival in Cape Town, not 
the 2nd. 
 

The cover had a handwritten note: “Per Luchtpost 
aan Head-Postmaster Esq. London ter verdere 
verzending aan:” (=Via airmail to the Head-
Postmaster in London to be forwarded to:), so it 
must have gone to London first, with the intent of 
having it put on the inaugural airmail flight of 
January 20.  
 
 
I noticed total franking of only 17½ cent.  The 
correct airmail rate from the Netherlands to South 
Africa in 1932 however, should have been the 12½ 

cent international rate plus a 25 cent airmail surcharge for a total of 37½ cent. 
 
 
 
 

The 17½ cent rate was the correct airmail rate between the Netherlands and England in 1932 



 7 

(12½ cent plus 5 cent airmail surcharge). 
 

Upon arrival in London the postal employee noticed the 17½ cent postage, which in effect was 
the end of the airmail service paid for.  This ‘end of airmail service’ was indicated by the two red 
lines over the By Airmail/Par Avion label. 
 
Most likely the letter was then mailed to Africa by boat where it arrived in Cape Town on 
February 8.  Assuming the letter was put on a boat on or about January 13 (it was mailed from 
Amsterdam on January 11) a travel time of about three weeks seems reasonable.  
 
So, although at first glance it looks like a first flight cover I don’t believe it was.  In spite of that, 
I enjoyed sorting it out and reading about the first airmail flight from London to Cape Town. 
 
References: 
 
http://www.flightglobal.com/pdfarchive/view/1932/1932%20-%200074.html 
http://www.flightglobal.com/pdfarchive/index.html 
J.L.C.M. TSchroots, H.H.C. TSchroots,  Luchtvaart en Luchtpost encyclopedie deel 1, De Vliegende Hollander, 
1990. 

******************************************************************************************************************* 
 

The post card that never left the post office                                                  by Hans Kremer 
 
I did some investigation on this unusual post card shown by Burt Miller and this is what I 
found: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 When you look at this November 24, 1893 postcard you’ll notice a total of 11 boxed cancels 
with numbers in them.  These are so-called ‘bestellerstempels’ (mailman cancels).  Each 
mailman had his own cancel, with a number matching the number of the badge on his uniform.  



 8 

The blank space in the boxed cancel is reserved for an alphabetical letter, indicating the relative 
sequence of the mail delivery of the day (A is 1st delivery, B 2nd,  etc.)  In its heyday this could go 
all the way thru J.) 
 
On the postcard above we do not see any letters as shown on this 
example, indicating that it never left The Hague post office. 
 
Why is that? 
 
When you look for the address of Mr. Driessen to whom the card was sent, you’ll notice that 
there was no address, just his name and his assumed profession (bread-, cake-, and pastry 
maker in The Hague (‘s Gravenhage).  If Mr. Driessen was known to one or more of the 
mailman the card would have been delivered just fine, but it appears that nobody at the post 
office knew him.  
 

The card was passed on from mailman probably mailman #36, to # 94, then to #96 etc. 
 
Nobody knew the man, so after mailman # 40 had handed the card back it was time to give up. 
Handwritten on the card was “Onbekend adresboek,” indicating they also made an effort to look 
up the address in an address book, however, without any success. 
 
The card now had to be handed over to the head mailman, who ‘signed off’’ 
on it by applying his cancel.  Since head mailmen received specially formatted 
cancels we recognize the #3 head mailman cancel with a different shaped box. 
 
Cees Janssen has recorded all the dates the mailman cancels were distributed 
to the post offices in the Netherlands and from that listing I wrote down the 
issue dates of the cancels seen on the postcard.   
  
# 3, 6 and 17: December 7, 1867 
# 36: May 30, 1870 
# 40: March 17, 1873 
# 48: February 10, 1874 
# 70: September 27, 1881 
# 78: September 2, 1882 
# 94: June 3, 1889 
# 96 July 7, 1892 
 
Head mailman cancel # 3 was issued on January 24, 1882. 
 

From this listing we can see that indeed all bestseller cancels were handed out before November 
24, 1893 when the postcard was received at The Hague post office. 
 
The card was ultimately returned to the sender on November 28, 1893, as can be seen by the 
small round Haarlem cancel on the lower left of the card. 
 
Reference: 
Cees Janssen, BESTELLERSTEMPELS vanaf december 1867;  Private file 
 


